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Gay Men Respected In The Danish Armed Forces

A study of the conditions for gay men indicates that gay men in the Danish Armed Forces show strength and are respected. The thesis is presented in Hans Henrik Hansen's Master of Public Health-study at the Nordic School of Public Health (NHV).  Despite the prevalence of discrimination based on sexual orientation, conditions are generally perceived as unproblematic. 
The respondents express uncertainty in relation to being completely open about their homosexuality. Until training is completed and a solid employment is fixed they fear losing respect, authority and privileges, or in worst cases their job in the Danish army.
The respondents use a range of complex coping strategies that are adapted to the individual situations, to handle so called heteronormative assumptions and discrimination at work based on sexual orientation. 
The Master of Public Health thesis has resulted in the development of a new theoretical model. The model describes the correlation between stressors, coping, identity and environment, and the strength gained from belonging to a minority. The study ”Minority power model” has a new 
focus on the resources when belonging to a minority, instead of the problems of belonging to one. The model can be used in other contexts, for example, research on other minorities.
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